Tq: Whom It May Coacern

RE: Farima Buanat Locliger | DOR: 10/21/89%

T am o Marriage Famidy Child Therupist with 18 years espericnee
warking with children and families. T have worked [or Shastas
County Children's Protcctive Services (seven years) and Shasia
County Mental Health (&wo years). A large percenl of my current
private practice ia yproviding parcnt-child asscssments for Shasia
County Family ©Court Services, Children's Protective Services
and Shasta County Supevisr Court. I have Lestified as an export
wiLnnss in Shasty and Tehamg Counties.

orn May 6, 1997 I saw Fatima locliger in my office in Redding.
She presented as a bright, self-assurcd child. She d4id naot
appear Lo be anxicus or resistant. te speak TO Re - in fact ahe
secmed cager to talk and guite Idtense’ about wanLing =& to
understand her gplighe.

She had becn siiayinz with hes fother for several daya - {1 am
not sure how lonyg) and was duc to return Lo her mothers.  She
told me shc did not want te so home bocaase she was afrasd her
mother was going to hit her. She said her mother hits her. a
lot, mostly with her shee - 2 Yurkenstock - and once with a
hanger- She said the onc rime she hil her will the hanger was
because she was watching & movie that had kissing on Lt and
nmom docsn't like me warching kissing." Facima shuwed me the
place on her arm where she got hit.

As far as the hiiLcing with the ihoo, Fatlms saié once ir was
because she was going bdarufoor, onee for mot brushing her teerth,
Farima said Mom threutens her not EO look at or rud where she
goL hit "or clse 1'm gonna make lt worse.”

FarLima was not able to say hov eften she ALy hurt bhut indicated
it was a couple tTimes a month mapbe on¢c a week., Nat nearly
&s much as Sara, her cousin, who “gets hiL & lot. Mom is mad
a: her almask covery diay. Sara has a big bLump on her head from
Mom punching her and threwing somvthing &b her."

Faeima also tLold me that bher moLher fregquently tukses Qat her
callinz her a "Fuck 'a Dbitch" aud telling her “"you're sLupid
1ike your father.™ :
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Fatrims soid her mother would act nice when she came to pick her
up but she'll yell in the car on the ride homwe and then at homc
she'd hit. When I asked her 1o Lell me abour the geod things
with her mother, she sald there was nothing good with Mom, only
her baby sister Fatima Ayan and her cousin Sara: that =she'd
miss them if she lived with Dad.

When I inquired if she and her mother could talk about preblens
- Fatima said "She won't talk; she'll yell. My Mom has a Ioud
voiee...T'1]l be in big trouble. She wen't listen.,"

When I asked why she was coming foarth E&!- she said her mother
had been talking to her abour Court, had told her that her father
was trying to get custody. Fatima sald she decided te tell
bccause she "wanted to help Dad get it sooner.™

It is my impression that Scott Loecliger's wmotivation to regain
Physical custody of PFatima is due to his genuine concern for
her physical and emotional wcll-heing. I have been informed
by Dr. Loeliger that he tried Lo =soliclt intervention on the
part of Tehama County C.P.5. and Fularc County C.P.5..

I was told Lhat Aunita Whilhelme of Tchama Coauniy was concerned
but did not believe there was sufficient danger to warrant a
300 petiticn. Apparently Melissu Beanl of Tulare placed Fatima
in protective custody and aulhorized her to stay with her falLher
but later retracted the placcement after an interview with Sadia
and Sara.

Pr. Loeliper complied with the rcturn of Fatima ta her mother,
Later that week, she was interviewed in her mother's home.
Apparently she rectracted the sLatements she made to her flather,
Anita Whilhelme, Tehama County Police and myself - T am tald
that she told the Visalia Police Officer Lhat her mother had
not hurt her and she was sorry she had lied to her father.

Having reviewed the record provided to me by Dr. Loeliger T
can appreciate how frustrated the Court may he with the chronic
nature of Lhese parents' cuslody litigation. Nevertheless,
a therough review of the documentation makes iL drrespensible
for Lhe {ather's concerns teo be cursorily dismissed.

I believe that Fatima teld we the truth about fears and ceoncerns
with her mother. I do not believe that she wasx cvached or
coerced by her father to malkc those statements. In fact he
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wis very hesitant to invelve yet anotlmr prafessional but fele
the urgency to do so because of the intensity of Fatima's pleas
ty him not to be reiurned. I believc that Fatima felb strang
enough to cowe furth while with her father trusting he could
pratect her. When he wes unable to do so (keep her with him)
and shc wuas returaned e her mother, she may well have fealL the
need te rtetract in order Lo survive. This c¢hild Lold pumerous
apthorities rhe s2ame story yelL she wss returncd, Hew tan sghe
be expectyd Ly pake a3 statement against her mother when fn her
mother's prescnce?

I urge the Court ta appain:r a2 well respected prafcssional wha
has experisnca witrh children din custody conflicks 8 YPevivw
thins enLire case, te see Fatima on 2 regular basis, and make
recommendationn en her behalf.

Sincerely,

1 T;,rllgl N
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